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“In this world in which we live, simplicity and kindness are the only magic wands that work 
wonders”  

L. Frank Baum 
 

In early May of each year, the parish center becomes home to our 8th grade musical drama. And 
when I reflect on the immense value that the dramatic craft of theatre brings to the lives of our 
young people, I know that the treasure of this educational opportunity serves as a capstone 
experience for our students and reveals itself as a true strength of our school community.  This 
communal experience allows our audience to share with our student actors an energy that invites 
us to simultaneously rejoice in being part of a moment in time with one another. This moment is 
a special and rare occasion that can never be repeated.  And long after the stage lights fade, the 
joyous memories that remain will endure for years to come.  
 
This year’s artistic production was an off-beat comedy entitled: “Dorothy in Wonderland”. In this 
fantastically fun romp, the Scarecrow, Tin Man and Lion try to help Dorothy and Toto find their 
way home to Kansas. Upon their journey they meet many other interesting characters along the 
way, including Alice, the White Rabbit, the Mad Hatter and the Cheshire Cat. This cleverly 
developed production was an ambitious endeavor for a group of twenty two 8th grade students. 
And as our actors took their final bow on May 6th, it became evident that the musical and theatrical 
arts program at SFdS is truly alive and stands tall as a hallmark of our educational program.  
 
As anyone who has ever faced the bright lights of the stage might attest, the journey towards a 
dramatic creation is more about the process than merely the destination of reaching the closing 
night performance. Along this journey, the Class of 2016, like the many graduating classes before 
them have discovered themselves and their classmates beyond what they ever thought possible. 
Accordingly, each week within their 8th grade music class, our students became exposed, engaged 
and excited to the wonder of musical theatre. And as you might expect, in every class there is a 
group of young people who, let’s say, are less than enthralled about stepping upon the stage to 
sing, dance and act in front of family friends. Despite that fact, the process toward show time is 
what makes the journey a true learning experience which involves: learning vocal techniques, 
rehearsing a style of delivery, choreographing the dance routines, learning character 
representation and constructing the set design and required props that are used for the 
performance.  
 
Though the set has been stored and the costumes have been placed away, we must pray in 
thanksgiving for the gift of the directorial team of Mrs. Karen Mullins, Mrs. Mary Kate Upshaw 
and Mrs. Phyllis Phillips.  Their creative vision and selfless commitment, along with a dedicated 
group of parent and student volunteers, made this production one for the ages.  Thank you all! 
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